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Southeast Neighbors News

Infill, Climate 
Change, & Our 
Neighborhood
Thoughts from Our President, by Kevin Matthews

New analysis shows that infill and other increases in 
residential density around the urban edge - in 
outlying, high-VMT parts of the urban growth area - 
are counterproductive, in the sense that they create 
substantial negative impacts while failing to achieve 
the positive planned objectives of infill.  Given that 
negative cost-benefit of this type of infill, as a matter 
of planning policy and implementation, it should be 
avoided. Yet current policies in Eugene still promote 
this kind of environmentally costly infill.

Instead of threatening our traditional residential 
neighborhoods with erosive piecemeal growth, our 
community should focus on the huge opportunity 
for compact urban growth and revitalization 
through increased mixed-use development across 
our commercially zoned areas, which are largely 
very-low-density at present.

Overview

Since the land use code update (LUCU) of 2000, our 
local land use regulations in Eugene have 
encouraged residential infill.  But we know that as 
well as accommodating some amount of growth, 
residential infill also causes impacts on established 

neighborhoods.  Clearly we are not encouraging 
infill for its own sake, but for  specific stated 
reasons.

Infill is encouraged in Eugene in order to meet 
particular community goals - especially, for the 
benefits of densification, and compact growth. In the 
Oregon statewide land use planning framework, 
these benefits are led and to a degree even 
organized by the measurable goal of reducing 
vehicles miles traveled (VMT).

Thus, locating and regulating infill is a balancing act 
between some general community benefits on one 
hand, and some local and cumulative impacts on 
the other hand.

What if there are significant areas of Eugene where 
it can be shown systematically that infill doesn’t 
contribute to most of the general community 
benefits of compact growth, and even has negative 
effects?  If there are such areas, what purpose would 
be served by encouraging or allowing infill in them?

Working together to preserve the livability of our most immediate surroundings, 
for all the people and creatures therein, and for the generations to come.

Green Property Saved!
We celebrate the 
ultimately decisive City 
action taken to preserve 
the beautiful and 
ecologically significant 
East Fork Amazon 
Headwaters Forest.
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Beverly Property Hangs 
in the Balance
Still unprotected is the 
vital Amazon 
Headwaters Keystone...
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Gypsy Moth Spraying
Moths came, the 
Oregon Department of 
Agriculture sprayed, 
and hopefully 
conquered... for now. 
What can be done better 
next time?
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Annual Elections 

General Meeting 
July 14
7-9pm at the Hilyard 
Community Center
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Community WIki
And a thumbnail guide 
to the myriad of local 
planning processes in 
which Southeast 
Neighbors participates.
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Bob Rosen,
In Memoriam
Our newsletter editor 
and a stalwart board 
member for many 
years.
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The dark areas in the metropolitan core have the lowest driving per person.
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Infill, Climate Change, & Our Neighborhood 
(continued from first page) 

The goal goal of reducing VMT can be further 
understood in the context of climate change.

It is well known in the smart growth community 
that residential density tends to encourage 
walkable, reduced-VMT.  Our community needs to 
understand the basis of this phenomenon, and use 
effective land use planning to direct and design 
growth to help reduce rather than increase 
greenhouse gas emissions.

The Big Picture

Plans, planning policy, and land use code we 
develop in Eugene today should be aimed, along 
with other objectives, at meeting the state adopted 
goals for greenhouse gas emissions as enacted in 
Oregon last year (HB3543, signed on 7 August, 
2007) of a 10% reduction below 1990 levels by 2020, 
and a 75% reduction below 1990 levels by 2050.  

While the latest climate science suggests that a 75% 
reduction is probably not a deep enough cut to 
stabilize the global climate, that goal is far enough 
away that inherent planning uncertainties make the 
difference relatively unimportant in the short term.  
If we can plan now for effective steps to reach state-
adopted 2020 and 2050 goals, we will at least be 
headed in the right direction.

A broadly accepted guiding principle for 
greenhouse gas emissions is that each sector should 
plan to accommodate its own share of emissions 
reductions.  Following this principle, the 
transportation sector itself should target emissions 
reductions matching the state-adopted percentages.

The transportation sector, heavily dominated by 
private motor vehicles, represents about 1/2 the 
total emissions in Eugene.  

All credible analyses suggest that predictable 
emissions reductions through the combination of 
innovations in vehicle technologies, bio-fuels, and 
other energy source and distributions developments 
will contribute substantially, but not nearly enough 
to reach the adopted goals.

Substantial additional reductions in vehicle 
emissions will be needed. The primary additional 
source or emissions reductions is reduced driving - 
i.e. reduced VMT, in both the per capita and overall 
total sense.  In fact, the Governor’s Climate Change 
Integration Group reported that, “...Reducing VMT 
is simply the single most effective way to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions”. (Final Report to the 
Governor: A Framework for Addressing Rapid 
Climate Change, State of Oregon, January 2008, p46)

The “Governor’s Vehicle Emissions Workgroup 
Report” notes that, “The Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s (ODOT) projection for the next ten 
years is 1.95% average annual VMT growth, non-
compounded.  VMT growth is a combination of 

population growth and growth in VMT per 
capita.” (, November, 2005, p16)

To achieve emissions reductions, we need to reduce 
per-capita usage, i.e. VMT, deeply enough to 
counteract the effect of increasing population.

There is a very strong interaction of land use 
distribution with VMT.  The largest single land use 
component of VMT with regard to residential land 
use is the distance between each dwelling and the 
metropolitan center.  Residential density as such, 
and walkable access (1000 feet) to full-service fixed 
transit are important secondary components.  

LCOG traffic studies have confirmed the geographic 
pattern of VMT in terms or residential locations.  
The VMT per capita in the city center of Eugene is 
less then half the metro average.  There is an 
average VMT contour about midway between the 
city center and the urban growth boundary.  Out at 
the urban growth boundary, VMT varies from 150% 
to 200% or more of the metro average. 

This presents a huge and vital opportunity to reduce 
per-capita VMT, even as our metropolitan area 
continues to grow in population.  As since, has been 
widely observed by climate experts, we need to do 
EVERYTHING that we feasibly can to lower our 
emissions, we need to take advantage of this 
opportunity.

More specifically, residential infill, and subdivisions 
and other edge development in particular, which are 
located OUTSIDE the average VMT contour, and 
farther than 1000’ from full-service fixed transit, will 
tend to INCREASE average VMT per capita.

And in contrast, residential infill, and other 
development such as multi-story residentiał
commercial mixed use, which is located INSIDE the 

average VMT contour, will tend to DECREASE the 
overall average VMT per capita.

Calculations show that VMT reduction through 
directing growth to within the average VMT 
contour will be essential in realistic planning to 
meet the state-adopted emissions reductions goals.

And, in fact, many opportunities for large and small 
subdivisions and residential infill remain in the 
large area within the average VMT contour.  With 
full and appropriate measures to safeguard existing 
neighborhoods, these opportunities can be 
developed while actually improving the 
community’s carbon footprint.

However, much of the land inside the average VMT 
contour is zoned commercial, while the great 
majority of that land zoned residential is already 
developed.  Residential infill represents a relatively 
small opportunity for accommodating growth, 
while residentiałcommercial mixed use in existing 
commercially-zoned areas represents a relatively 
large opportunity.

Proposed Recommendations

For the benefit of Southeast Eugene, and all our 
other neighborhoods as well:

• We should recommend actions to minimize and 
prevent additional densification and development 
outside the average VMT contour, such as a 
prohibition on further subdivisions in that area.

• Limit density to R-1 except for exception areas

 • Prevent further partitions and subdivisions in the 
high VMT area except for exception areas

• Retire current nodal development plans in the 
high VMT plans (especially the Royal Node in 
West Eugene)

• Focus stringently on infill protection measures for 
established traditional neighborhoods and for all 
remaining natural resources, as these irreplaceable 
community assets will be at risk of further impacts 
as core density increases.

• In terms of fulfilling the need for residential 
development opportunities, and to accommodate 
ongoing population growth in Eugene, we should 
focus on realizing appropriate and intensive 
residentiałcommercial mixed-use, in existing 
commercially-zoned areas..
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With board member Tom Halferty 
as project lead, in collaboration with 
City parks staff and volunteers from 
the Obsidians, we fulfilled a 
neighborhood matching grant-
funded trail improvement project 
around timberline on Spencer Butte.

Though more work remains to be 
done, the new railings and native 
plantings should help limit use of 
unsupported side trails, providing 
better safety for the fragile rocky-
outcrop ecosystem and hikers alike.

Far left: Lisa Warnes and Tom Halferty 
drill bedrock basalt to anchor new 
railings with special equipment brought 
in from Idaho.

Left upper: Michael James and Tom 
Halferty with Southeast Neighbors, 
Matt McRae with the City of Eugene, 
and Obsidians.

Left lower: Kevin Matthews and Kira 
use a drawknife to fit railing joints.

As we’re coming up on a decade 
of defensive successes in saving 
the headwaters of Amazon 
Creek from devastating 
development, Southeast 
Neighbors saw a historic 
positive success in headwaters 
conservation when the City of 
Eugene purchased the East Fork 
Amazon Headwaters Forest, a 
38 acre triangle of pristine forest, 
creek branches, and wetlands in 
2008. The purchase was 
completed for $1.6 million, less 
than half of the formal appraised 
value, using only $500,000 of 
park and open space bond 
funds.

The fate of the Amazon 
Headwaters Keystone, owned 
by Martin and Leslie Beverly, 
still hangs in the balance. These 
25 acres run from West Amazon 
and Martin Street across the 
BPA powerline easement and up 
Amazon Canyon. Conservation 
of this crucial piece remains our 
very top overall priority.—KM

Preserving the Amazon Creek Headwaters

Trail Team
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General Meeting with 
Annual Elections on 
July 14, 2009
Our General Meeting in July will be at a regular time 
and location, on July 14, 2009, the second Tuesday, 
from 7pm to 9pm at the Hilyard Community Center, 
2580 Hilyard Street.

The meeting program will include our annual 
elections, several timely issue reports, and a guest 
speaker on local sustainability issues.

Please contact Kevin Matthews at 
“matthews@artifice.com”, or any active board 
member,  if you’re interested in serving on the 
Southeast Neighbors Board. 

Southeast Neighbors 
Board of Directors
These volunteers are currently serving as the elected 
Southeast Neighbors board and officers, with the year 
their current term ends:  Madronna Holden (2010), 
Thomas Halferty (2010), Sharyn Lee, treasurer (2009), 
Kevin Matthews, president (2009), Fred Niemeyer 
(2009), Deborah Noble (2009), Lisa Warnes, vice-
president (2009), Carla Wenzlaff, secretary (2009).

Community Wiki
EugeneNeighbors.org is a community wiki for 
everyone in the Eugene and Springfield, Oregon 
metropolitan area, including of course Southeast 
Neighbors. It uses the same open source software 
system as the famous Wikipedia, and it’s maintained 
by the local Internet publishing company, Artifice, 
Inc., run by Kevin Matthews

SEN and some other neighborhoods have been using 
the wiki more and more because it is so easy for 
anyone to edit. You can read, edit, or add a page right 
now, just by going to it. (A login account for editing is 
totally free, and just takes a moment, anytime.)

Our neighborhood used the wiki effectively, for 
instance, during the gypsy moth spraying process, as 
a convenient place to share breaking news like spray 
delays as well as neighborhood meeting 
announcements and plus background information, 
whether in summary or in great detail.

The wiki was also used extensively, for example, by 
the West Eugene Collaborative community group to 
support it’s two-year collaborative, consensus-based 
process to develop a new integrated transportation, 
land use, and environmental vision for West Eugene.

We create this community wiki together as a living 
information commons, a collection of news, ideas, 
research, and opportunities for us and our worlds. 
This is our stuff. Use it wisely — and use it!

Southeast Neighbors Annual Picnic
Kicking off last fall in our recently-traditional fashion, several 
dozen downeasters enjoyed live steel drum music by , great 
potluck, and each other, including new neighbors Jon (city 
manager) and Barbara Ruiz.

Watch for this year’s SEN picnic in September!

EWEB Spring Boulevard Water Project
Faced with a need for new water-delivery infrastructure to 
improve reserve capacity for a couple of hundred households 
near Spring Boulevard, EWEB did it right by convening a 
working group including SEN, several nearby neighbors, and 
other interested parties.  We collaborated over a lengthy series 
of meetings to craft a technically-solid solution that avoids 
impacts to the parkland around Mt. Baldy, while saving 
ratepayer money, and which was ultimately approved by the 
EWEB Board for implementation.

Eugene Comprehensive Lands Assessment (ECLA)
When Oregon instituted the urban growth boundaries (UGBs) 
in the 19070s that have preserved so much of our green 
countryside, the legislation also created a system of 
requirements for availability of developable land inside the 
UGBs. The City of Eugene’s ECLA process represents the 
highly-technical inventory stage of a mandated UGB review. 
SEN is represented on the ECLA advisory committee by Kevin 
Matthews, through his related role with Friends of Eugene.

Eugene Bicycle Summit and Master Planning
The City of Eugene has a somewhat fitful process underway,  
in the view of some, for updating bicycle and pedestrian 
master plans citywide, with Southeast Eugene as an initial 
example study area. With this process underway, many of us 
attended the annual bicycle summit in January, with 
intensified focus.—KM

Infill Compatibility Standards Task Team (ICS-TT)
We’re participating in a long-running City process attempting 
to address the corrosive impacts of infill development on the 
livability of existing neighborhoods. With a majority-rule 
decision process that fails to facilitate deepening 
understandings, and far more ideas generated than time for 
refinement, it’s still unclear how far this round of work will 
get.—KM

Subdivision and Edge Development Committee
Our main focus in the ICS process has been as part of the 
Sub/Edge committee.  The commentary article on infill and 
climate change in this newsletter is adapted from the work of 
this committee and from Friends of Eugene.—KM

State Legislators Forum
In January, when the state budget crisis that has since 
deepened was visible on the horizon, our state legislators Phil 
Barnhart, Paul Holvey, and Floyd Prozanski held one of 
several local forums in the daylit library of Roosevelt Middle 
School.

mailto:matthews@artifice.com
mailto:matthews@artifice.com
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Hundreds of Eugenians took part in the 2009 
neighborhood summit for six hours on Saturday, 
March 7, browsing City and non-profit information 
kiosks and then settling down into small groups to 
brainstorm and discuss potential actions.

Topic areas covered a mix of conceptual levels and 
included Traffic and Transportation, Land Use 
Planning, Infill Compatibility Standards and 
Opportunity Siting, Parks and Open Space, 
Sustainability, Human RIghts and Diversity, and 
Public Safety.

As soon as we know it is available we’ll be linking 
to the Eugene Neighborhood Summit 2009 report 
at this page:

http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/
Eugene_Neighborhood_Associations/
Neighborhood_Summit_2009

Official info: http://www.eugene-or.gov/summit

Neighborhood Summit 2009

http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Eugene_Neighborhood_Associations/Neighborhood_Summit_2009
http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Eugene_Neighborhood_Associations/Neighborhood_Summit_2009
http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Eugene_Neighborhood_Associations/Neighborhood_Summit_2009
http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Eugene_Neighborhood_Associations/Neighborhood_Summit_2009
http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Eugene_Neighborhood_Associations/Neighborhood_Summit_2009
http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Eugene_Neighborhood_Associations/Neighborhood_Summit_2009
http://www.designcommunity.com/
http://www.designcommunity.com/
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Gypsy Moth in Southeast 
Eugene
The Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) 
gypsy moth detection survey caught two moths 
in southeast Eugene in 2007, and seven more in 
2008. That growing sample indicated a 
developing population, so the ODA did three 
rounds of aerial spraying this May to eradicate 
the indicated infestation. 

Southeast Neighbors coordinated with both 
ODA and with the Oregon Toxics Alliance 
(OTA), with V.P. Lisa Warnes taking the lead, to 
help represent public concerns, exchange 
information, and relay important 
announcements.

In addition to public meetings and mailings 
done by ODA, we did our own neighborhood 
postcard mailing and held a General Meeting 
on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 at the Hilyard 
Community Center to discuss the first round of 
spraying and prepare for the second and third 
rounds.

As the each round of spraying was delayed due 
to weather, Kevin coordinated emails to our 
discussion list and often-daily wiki page 
updates followed by hundreds of neighbors.

For information on making claims of loss 
related to the gypsy moth spraying, please see 
the wiki page:

http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/
Southeast_Neighbors/Gypsy_Moth_2009

Ethnobotany Hike
In a cultural-crossover event organized by Samantha Chirillo of Cascadia’s Ecosystem 
Advocates (eco-advocates.org), Tobias Policha of the Institute of Contemporary 
Ethnobotany led an interpretive hike through the Amazon Headwaters Keystone area 
illustrating local native edible and medicinal plants, with Kevin Matthews of Southeast 
Neighbors providing interwoven perspectives on the ongoing struggle for preservation 
of this special ecological area.  A parallel ethnobotany and conservation hike in the West 
Eugene Wetlands is also planned as part of our work to build conceptual connections up 
and down the watershed to help integrate our understandings of these invaluable 
natural resource areas.

Amazon Creek Restoration
The City of Eugene project that daylighted a few hundred 
yards of Amazon Creek along Canyon Drive (left) as a 
progressive approach to rebuilding stormwater 
infrastructure has been successful in reducing local flooding 
along Martin Street.  

Let’s hope the upcoming project to cut back the sides of 
Amazon Creek in the greenway north from the junction 
with Fox Hollow is similarly successful.  Daylighting the 
piped portion of the creek that runs through the Amazon 
Headwaters Keystone would be another great restoration 
project.

Mariposa Woodland Research
Neighbors think that telltale stumps of forest giants like this 
along the Ridgeline Trail (left), together with a scattering of 
living ancient firs, speak of a north slope forest logged by 
generations past.  But a new “management plan” produced 
by the Lane Council of Governments (LCOG) for the City of 
Eugene calls for cutting down some 600 trees to “restore” 
this high-elevation area, rich in native forest plants, to oak 
savannah.  We hope the City will collaborate with Southeast 
Neighbors to demote the current plan to draft status while 
backfilling the ecological fieldwork necessary to plan 
responsibly for site conservation.

In the absence of loved and long-term Newsletter Editor 
Bob Rosen (please see page 7), editing, layout, and 

photography for this edition of Southeast Neighbors 
News provided by Kevin Matthews.

http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Southeast_Neighbors/Gypsy_Moth_2009
http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Southeast_Neighbors/Gypsy_Moth_2009
http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Southeast_Neighbors/Gypsy_Moth_2009
http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Southeast_Neighbors/Gypsy_Moth_2009
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B O B  R O S E N  

I N  M E M O R I A M  

Robert (Bob-Bobbie) Rosen died Friday night, September 26th of 
Bladder Cancer and  Kidney Failure in the Sacred Heart Medical 
Center at River Bend. Until the very end of his life he was 
intellectually active, reading and watching public television and 
listening to National Public Radio each morning and night and 
spending time with visitors. 
 Bob was born October 1, 1928 in Brooklyn, the most 
populous of New York’s City’s five boroughs, just a year before the 
Great Depression. In the Brooklyn Bob knew as a boy, jobs were 
hard to find,  and “making do with a little” was the rule. Family 
members learned to depend on each other, and all the people in the 
neighborhood lived hard, spare lives. For the children especially 
there was never quite enough of anything, except the library, 
museums and the opportunity to learn.   
 The borough was then and is today strongly Democratic 
in its political views. FDR is, years after his death, a political hero. 
It is not surprising the borough has not voted for a Republican 
since l950, and in 2004 gave John Kerry 74.9% of its votes. It was 
that political climate in which Bob grew up, and it influenced how 
he saw the world, even after he moved West.   
 Brooklyn offered Bob a rich intellectual environment with 
writers like Walt Whitman, Hart Crane, Betty Smith and Arthur 
Miller producing works with the borough and its people as a theme 
and a focus. There was the Brooklyn Museum, this nation’s second 
largest public art museum, that served as a special resource for 
Bob.  
 One of his special intellectual interests was Russian 
History, particularly the period just before the Russian Revolution 
and the years that followed, including the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. In talks with friends he was an encyclopedia of 
information, offering insights resulting from years of constant 
reading and study that made that collapse less arcane and 
inscrutable.
 Inspired by his early life of reading and studying, Bob 
attended Brooklyn College and completed a four- year course in 
Journalism in two years. He was awarded a B.A. degree in 
Journalism Magna Cum Laude and earned a Phi Beta Key. Earlier 
he was awarded an Associate Degree in Business Management, 
also from Brooklyn College and a Certificate in Film Production 
from New York University’s Film School.  
 When he was not working on his own writing and 
editing, a lifelong commitment, Bob worked for Aspen System 
Corporation as a Senior Document Analyst producing, editing and 
evaluating technical documents, abstracts and summaries. He also 
worked as a Communication Consultant, Writer and Editor for the 

American Heart Association and also a Rate Analyst in the 
Insurance Services Office, preparing rate filings for submission to 
state regulatory agencies. 
 To fulfill a life long ambition, he visited Israel in the 
summer of 1970 and worked on a dairy farm. He traveled widely in 
Israel during his visit and those travels and his observations and 
contacts with its people did much to shape his views about the 
politics of the Middle East. 
 Bob moved to Eugene in l997 to join his brother Nate and 
his sister in law Ruthie. He bought a home in Wild Oaks, a 52 unit 
condo complex in south Eugene. It was his last home and perhaps 
the one he loved best. He came to love Eugene and spent the final 
years of his life devoted to all that was good in the city.  
 At an early age, he developed an interest in Photography, 
an interest that would last all his life. Much more than a hobby, it 
was a deep professional interest that grew year by year and added 
one more talent to his skills as a writer and editor. He was a 
thoughtful, disciplined photographer who understood, as all 
excellent photographers do, that great pictures do not simply 
‘occur’, they are the product of skill, creativity, daring and one 
fortuitous moment when the camera and the image become one.  
 He accepted a position on the Lane Community College 
Faculty teaching Photography classes and earned excellent student 
evaluations and the respect of his colleagues for his wide ranging 
knowledge in the field and his commitment to teaching. With a 
camera in his hand, Bob was both an artist and a teacher who 
brought both skills to each class meeting.   
 He was elected to the Wild Oaks Homeowners’ 
Association Board of Directors and took over responsibilities as 
Chief Writer, Editor, Photographer and Publisher of the WOHA 
Newsletter. He was also Chair of the Communication Committee 
and a Member of the Maintenance Committee. Bob became a 
strong spokesman for environmental issues and a fierce guardian of 
the self- management system utilized by the Board. He brought 
strong convictions, resolve and intensity to his policy positions, 
even when his views were not always in harmony with other Board 
Members. 
  Bob also joined the Southeast Neighborhood Association 
He was an active member and became the Editor and Publisher of 
the organization’s news letter, a publication with a large 
circulation which championed planning and environmental 
concerns of that Association. 
  In his later years he became an advocate and spokesman 
for the causes of others. He will be missed by all of us who shared 
his views and policy positions. Bob brought passion, integrity, 
tenacity, and sophisticated communication skills to any cause in 
which he believed.  
 During his lifetime, Bob continued to write poems and 
short stories in which he made astute observations about the people 
and issues important to him.  One of his poems is called HIS 
VIEW. It shows his gift with language, his insights about the death 
that each of us owes to life, and a hopeful suggestion that God cares 
about each of us.   
(continued on Page 8)



S O U T H E A S T  N E I G H B O R S  N E W S

   www.SoutheastNeighbors.org	 Summer 2009

Bob Rosen (continued from Page 7) 
He brought strong convictions, resolve and 
intensity to his policy positions, even 
when his views were not always in 
harmony with other Board Members. 
    Bob also joined the Southeast 
Neighborhood Association He was an 
active member and became the Editor and 
Publisher of the organization’s news letter, 
a publication with a large circulation 
which championed planning and 
environmental concerns of that 
Association. 
    In his later years he became an advocate 
and spokesman for the causes of others. He 

will be missed by all of us who shared his 
views and policy positions. Bob brought 
passion, integrity, tenacity, and 
sophisticated communication skills to any 
cause in which he believed.  
   During his lifetime, Bob continued to 
write poems and short stories in which he 
made astute observations about the people 
and issues important to him.  One of his 
poems is called HIS VIEW. It shows his 
gift with language, his insights about the 
death that each of us owes to life, and a 
hopeful suggestion that God cares about 
each of us.     

HIS VIEW

No one special died today
This said, the paper’s thrown
Away. GOD reads no journal 
Turns no page, but sorrows. 
 
GOD sorrows? Explain. How? 
Rain falls when selfless souls
Leave. A cloud’s the coverlet
He spreads over them, to shield
HIS tears from his view.
   
  

This is the official newsletter of Southeast 
Neighbors. Newsletters are published and 

mailed courtesy of the City of Eugene. 

Newsletters are produced by neighborhood 
volunteers and are free to residents and 

businesses of the neighborhood. 

Space is available for letters to the editor and 
editorial comments from neighbors. All signed 

letters will be published as space permits. 
Editorials express the author’s views, not the 
position of the Neighborhood Association, the 

City’s elected officials, or City staff. 


